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sole sale. Elizabeth granted these monopolies as
a way to get ready cash for herself, and as a reward
to people she wished to favour. So Leicester and
Essex were granted monopolies, and in such im-
portant goods as salt, or starch, then so much used
for the ruffs worn by every man and woman.
Parliament objected strongly to this, and in the
last years of her life Elizabeth was faced by
violent protests. She saw that the Commons' case
was good, and promised to amend and to check
the abuse of monopolies. She recognized that on
this point she must give way, and she showed her
wisdom by doing so with a good grace. She re-
ceived a huge deputation of 140 members, with
the greatest amiability. She said she admitted
having " fallen into error ", but this was only
because she had not known the facts. Now that
Parliament had called her attention, " I will have
no rest till I reform ". The sc^ne ended with
the Commons advancing in turn to kiss her hand.
Of course she had quarrels. Parliament was
prepared to stand out for its rights, and tooppose
even " Gloriana " herself. Elizabeth in her turn
could stand fast where she felt she was justi-
fied, but she would be rgady to yield when
she saw the justice of a case. She recognized
that Parliament represented her people, and,
because she truly reigned in the interests of the
people, she could deal with them. At bottom
there was this deep true sympathy between ruler
and ruled, and it was this which gave her power*